
A Biblical/Historical Perspective

	 Since Moses lead the Is-
raelites out of Egypt the Choir 
has played an important role 
in leading God’s people in 
worship.  First known as “sing-
ers” for the tribe of Levi, these 
Levitical Singers have had the 
responsibility of being a catalyst 
in leading and establishing the 
vocal expression of the throngs 
of believers in their praise, their 
thanksgiving,  their adoration 
of the Great “I AM.”  Since this 
beginning their true calling has 
been as a leader or prompter in 
these worship experiences.

	 During the establishment 
of the New Testament church the 
responsibility of worship leader-
ship fell to the Apostles and their 
disciples as they admonished 
one another with psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs.  Here 
the focus was on congregational 
participation. Choirs for the 
most part were nonexistent in 
these local bodies of believers.  
And it wasn’t until 900 A.D. 
that the choir began to take on 
a more important role.  By 1200 
it was the choir that sang for 
the congregation in the Latin 
Vulgate and in essence took the 
place of the congregation and 
worshiped for them.

One of the main thrusts of the 
Reformation was to not only 
get the Word of God into the 
language of the people, but to 
allow the people to sing their 
own praises to God, to express 
their own worship of God and 
not allow someone else to wor-
ship for them.  Worship was to 
be a personal expression, similar 
to the worship of the early New 
Testament Church.

	 Gradually the choir’s fo-
cus was changed from that of 
a representation of the people 
back to that of worship leader-
ship or a catalyst for the people.  
The early American churches 
used the choir to sing lines of 
hymns and psalms which the 
people would repeat.  The choir 
was made up of people who were 
educated, who could read, and 
who could read music.  Their 
calling was to teach the people 
who were less educated the 
music so they too could express 
their own worship to God.

	 More recently the choir 
has moved away from the role 
of teacher or leader to that of  
performer or substitute for the 
people.  This is done through the 
use of feature choral numbers, 
introits, and responses that the 

people do not participate in.  
While congregational participa-
tion is still key in many churches 
often the choir does not function 
as giving leadership to their 
expression.

	 Biblically it is clear that 
believers are to speak for them-
selves in terms of their own wor-
ship.  They have a responsibility 
to worship God themselves and 
not have others do it for them.

	 It is appropriate to have 
special choir songs and solos in 
a church service, as these expres-
sions can be used to motivate 
and move us to worship.  But 
this role must be subordinate to 
corporate worship expressions.  
I believe it is first and foremost 
a priority that all the people be 
given the opportunity to wor-
ship corporately in services.  Be-
ing that our culture is obsessed 
with short services (one to one 
and half hours - as compared 
to our New Testament church 
counterparts’ all-day services) it 
is essential that of what time we 
do have to gather as a corporate 
body, we devote as much time 
as possible to this corporate 
worship experience.
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