
While I have be privileged to be a 
part of corporate “intimate” worship 
experiences that help us see God as 
He is, I am more over whelmed by my 
one on one “intimate” interactions 
with God.  This is where one can do 
their business with God.  And that is 
what it is all about, being intimate 
with God, letting Him show himself 
to us and we ourselves to Him.  Can 
that really be done with others in the 
room?

There seems to be at times, an al-
most obsessive agenda for churches 
or bodies of believers to experience 
this corporate “intimate” revelation.   
While I believe it is sincere and for 
the most part non judgmental I do 
see similarities between this and the 
charismatic agenda a few decades 
past.  Similar in that there were the 
“haves” and the have-nots” who 
were experiencing God.  If you were 
not slain in the spirit or speaking in 
tongues you were missing out on 
God’s blessing. 

Interestingly I hear the same 
arguments for a more traditional 
sometimes stoic experiences in wor-
ship that I do from the those desiring 
intimacy in worship.  They are just at 
opposite ends of the bell curve.

This desire for a corporate inti-
mate emotional experience, some 
would say can appear inauthentic 
or even worse.  The word “intimacy” 
coupled with the word “group” or 
“corporate” are at odds with each 
other; a conflict of interest if you 
will.  I like Calvin Miller’s bold take 
on this:

“But just when sexual intimacy is 
opened to a group, it becomes ob-
scene, so mass spiritual intimacy fos-
ters a similar obscenity.  The danger 
of ecstatic utterances in large groups 
is that mere emotion may be substi-
tuted for true union with the Holy.”

Intimacy is savored most when in 
a one on one relationship. We can-
not achieve the depth of relationship 
with Christ simply in our corporate 
arena.  I know many would say that 
is not a replacement for their per-
sonal time with God yet their passion 
sometimes suggests their only time 
with God is in this corporate setting.  
We will not get our intimacy fix with 
God in one hour or one setting each 
week with a group of people.  Corpo-
rate settings are limited and we often 
resort to rote liturgies, whether tra-
ditional or otherwise. Our gatherings 
are still formulated structures that 
generally hinder spontaneity; some-
thing that true intimacy needs in or-
der to be truly intimate.

13Then the Lord said, “Because 
this people draw near with their 
words And honor Me with their lip 
service, But they remove their hearts 
far from Me, And their reverence for 
Me consists of tradition learned by 
rote. Isaiah 29:13 (NASB)

This does not mean we can’t expe-
rience corporate celebration, thanks-
giving and joy; and even at times a 
closeness to God.  

“These things I remember and 
I pour out my soul within me For I 
used to go along with the throng and 
lead them in procession to the house 

of God, With the voice of joy and 
thanksgiving, a multitude keeping 
festival.”  Psalm 42:4 (NIV)

“I will give you thanks in the great 
assembly; among throngs of people I 
will praise you.” Psalm 35:18 (NIV)

The real deep intimacy that Christ 
desires with each one of us must be 
one on one.  My state and even my 
posture is not under observance from 
anyone else when I am alone with 
God.  I am truly free and I will have 
no pretense in my prayer closet do-
ing my business alone with God.

“As the deer pants for streams of 
water, so my soul pants for you, O 
God. My soul thirsts for God, for the 
living God. When can I go and meet 
with God?”  Psalm 42:1-2 (NIV)

Brother Lawrence in His “The Prac-
tice of the Presence of God”, near the 
end of this life, reminds us that this 
gracious, delightful, and continuing 
joy of intimacy with God is found in 
our one on ones with Him.

“It is not necessary for being with 
God to be always at church. We may 
make an oratory of our heart wherein 
to retire from time to time to converse 
with Him in meekness, humility, and 
love.  Every one is capable of such fa-
miliar conversation with God, some 
more, some less.  He knows what we 
can do. Let us begin, then, Perhaps 
He expects but one generous resolu-
tion on our part.  Have courage.”
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